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llris listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (canceled) 

2. (currently amesxled) A aysiem aeeei^fig-4o--ekim lr^i^*H*fein-t^^ 
de:dgnator..being.assocM 

xiaveformsjetkeDc^^^ that favor approximately equally all 

waveform candidates having low level prosody features within a target range determined as a 
function of high level linguiistic features. 



3. (original) A system for speech unit selection comprising: 

a large soeech database referencing speech waveforms, 

B speech waveform selector, in communiGation with the speech database, that selects 
j\ t Tis hv i,pc(..<.h databise using cntena that at lea -> t^-* 1 > n 
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tQ 5 uiki t<.s n\ i 1 ureswithm atatgefange 
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4. (original) A system according to claim 2 or 3, vt'herein the criteria include a first requirement 
favoring waveform candidates having pitch within a tai-get range determined as a lunction of 
high level linguistic features. 
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5. (original) A system according to claim 2 or 3. wherein the criteria include a second 
requiremeat favoring waveform candidates having a duration within a target range determined as 
a flmction of high level linguistic features. 

6. (originai) A system according to claim 2 or 3, wherein the criteria inciude a third requtrement 
favoring wavetorm candidates having coarse pitch continuity within a target range determined as 
a fonction of high-level linguistic features. 

7. (original) A system according lo claim 2 or 3. wherein the synthesizer operates to select 
among waveibrm candidates without recourse to specific target duration values or specific target 
pitch contour values over time. 
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